God of mercy, you gave us new life through baptism, - make us grow day by
day in your likeness.

Lord, guide your people to walk in your ways.

May our generosity today bring joy to those in need, - in helping them may we
ynd you. R

Help us to do what is good, right and true in your sight, - and to seek you always
with undivided hearts. R

Forgive our sins against the unity of your family, - make us one in heart and
spirit. R

Closing Prayer:

Father of love,

| know that you are the source of all

that is good and graced in my life.

Help me to move from the life of sin

to which | so often cling,

into the new life of grace you offer me.

You know what I need to prepare for your kingdom.
Bless me with those gifts.

May the Lord bless us,

protect us from all evil

and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.

Adapted from the 5th week of Lent page of the Online Ministries site at Creighton University:
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Used with permission.

Lent

The Fifth Week

This week is ylled with drama. We continue to prepare ourselves to be open to
Godos graces. We continue to try to choose Lent, to act Lent, in very concrete
ways. We are examining our patterns and realigning our priorities. Our hearts
are being renewed, as we experience Godés reconciling love and beg for the gift
of healing.

All this is wonderfully supported by the drama of the daily liturgies. We have
the powerful stories about Susanna, the healing image lifted up In the desert,
the three faithful witnesses who survive the yery furnace, the account of Godds
covenant with Abram, Jeremiahts fearful trust in the midst of the plot against
him, and Ezekields incredible vision of restoration of the nation - that God will
make a new and everlasting covenant.

Each of these readings is matched with a gospel from John. We hear about
witnesses and testimony and judgment, about his being lifted up (on the cross
and in glory), about the freedom/liberation he has come to bring, about himself
as the fulyllment of Godds covenant, the new and everlasting covenant. And, we
can feel the opposition rising against him. And we grow in devotion, and grace,
as we realize that it is all ifor me.o

Opening Prayer:
Father of love, source of all blessings, help us to pass from our old life of sin to
the new life of grace. Prepare us for the glory of your kingdom.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn:






