
Lent
The Fifth Week
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Each of these readings is matched with a gospel from John.  We hear about 
witnesses and testimony and judgment, about his being lifted up (on the cross 
and in glory), about the freedom/liberation he has come to bring, about himself 
as the fulý llment of Godôs covenant, the new and everlasting covenant.  And, we 
can feel the opposition rising against him.  And we grow in devotion, and grace, 
as we realize that it is all ñfor me.ò

Opening Prayer:
Father of love, source of all blessings, help us to pass from our old life of sin to 
the new life of grace. Prepare us for the glory of your kingdom.
   We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
    who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
    one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Hymn:

God of mercy, you gave us new life through baptism, - make us grow day by 
day in your likeness.

    Lord, guide your people to walk in your ways.

May our generosity today bring joy to those in need, - in helping them may we 
ý nd you. R

Help us to do what is good, right and true in your sight, - and to seek you always 
with undivided hearts. R

Forgive our sins against the unity of your family, - make us one in heart and 
spirit. R

Closing Prayer:

    Father of love,
    I know that you are the source of all
    that is good and graced in my life.
    Help me to move from the life of sin
    to which I so often cling,
    into the new life of grace you offer me.
    You know what I need to prepare for your kingdom.
    Bless me with those gifts.

May the Lord bless us,
protect us from all evil
and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
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