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Nativity scene drawn by Caoimhe Nolan, aged 12.

Nollaig shona agus aithbhlian fé shéan agus fé mhaise dhibh.
Krismasi njema na mwaka mpya wenye mafanikio.
Hepi Krismas na mi laikim  Amamas bilong 2007 i kamap gutpela long yu.

The Provincial and Council, Regional and Council wish all our Brothers,
Novices and Postulants in Ireland and Kenya an abundance of joy ,
happiness and peace this Christmas and throughout the New Year.
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My Memories of Bro. Robert Ruane R.L.P

Bro. Raymond Forde

When John Ruane entered MouhtJ¥®seph as an aspirant in September
1943 it very soon became apparent that he would achieve great success in
the Congregation. From the beginning he showed that he was willing to
undertake tasks which the rest of us were not capable of performing.
A oy Nothing seemed too di€ult for this Galway native. He became adept at
I repairing shoes with rubber strips since leather was either scarce or too
‘ expensive as it was the time when war was raging in Eurbipere was
no necessity for a visit to the barber as Johnny became proficient in the use
of comb and scissors. Surely he was a Godsend to the kind and considerate
Kerryman who was superior then.

Entering the Novitiate idugust 1945 he was given the name ‘Robert’.
Even during this time he was always ey&tic and helpful fulfilling all his

duties with diligence and care. Being successful in the Leaving Certificate
examination in 1947 he was transferred to Mallow where he became a member of the Primary School
Staff. Almostimmediately he was sent to the De La SEl&ning College inWaterford, a rare privilege:

at that time, as all others were required to spend at least one year in a school beforehand gaining experient
under the supervision of competent Principals.

During that first year we attended games together either in Kilcohan Park to watéaéntrd soccer

team or inValsh Park where we witnessed some magnificent games of Gaelic football and hurling. It was
during this year also that Robert displayed his acting skills and in a Musical composed by another Fatrician,
who was in his final year in College, his performance was greeted with sustained applause especially from
the younger members of the audience. He had the distinction of being selected on the College hurling
team to compete against and beat the local champions, a side which contained some members of th
successfuhll-Ireland county team.

On completion of his training course, Robert was reassigned to the Mallow Commueitg, with his

usual exuberant enthusiasm, he promoted Irish games in the Primary School. During the years 1954 -
1959Tullow and Mountrath were to benefit from his expertise as a mentor and his tremendous ability to
organise eventsTeams from these areas were successful in many County Championship games. His
success also extended to the students in the school many of whom secured County Scholarships.

Returning to Ireland in 1964, having sampledtheerican educational system, he was appointed Principal

in &. Patricks Primary School, GalwayHere he worked tirelesshyith the help of an &tient staf, to

make $. Patricks one of the finest schools in the west of Irel&hgays keen to improve, he introduced

new methods for both teachers and pupils. He was appointed Provincial of the Irish Province in 1971
which necessitated movingTallow leaving the benefit of his relentless careful planning to be enjoyed by
his successors. Since | was working in Lahore at this time | carfapfaif comment on his work as
Provincial.

It was while on holiday in Murree, Pakistan, in 1974 that | received the news that Robert had been
appointed Superior General. | knew that he would devote all higyettethis onerous responsibility

with the same drive and enthusiasm which he had given to every task with which he was entrusted. He
began by having a new Generalate buillalow Hill. It was an imposing structure but, sadéss than

forty years later not a stone of that building remains. During his ternficé die also decided to
withdraw the Brothers from Lahore, Pakistan, a wise decision even though | fouhduttdd leave, but

help from the other Provinces was not forthcoming.

When Robert had completed his term as Superior General he returned to Galway to assume control o
school and monastery once more. He was to remain in Gawaywhen retired, for 27 years. Constant
ill-health was his lot for the last few years of his lifdter years of devoted service to the Congregation

he passed to his eternal reward on July ZB7.
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Ballyfin - An Update

By Cormac Commins

The task of providing a new Community
School in Mountrath, through an
amalgamation of Ballyfin, Brigidine
Mountrath and S8Aengus’Vocational
School, continues. On the technical side
of things planning permission for the
school has been granted by Laois County
Council and the proposed date for the
completion of the project is September
2009.

Readers will recall that the original date
for opening the new school wAsigust 2008 but when that became unlikely because of various
delays we sought to remain in Ballyfin for another yPart of the deal was that the new owners
would have access to what has come to be known as the 1928 building as well as the old kitch
area and dices used by Bro Matthew
and the school secretarfPrefab
accommodation had to be putin ple
to compensate for the loss
classroom and éte space, with
consequent disruption at tt
beginning of the current school ye:

The accompanying photographs gi
some indication of the new shape |
Patrician College, BallyfinThe top
storey of the 1928 building has be
removed. Members of the Extend
Council who met in Newbridge i
October got a sneak preview of t...
work to date in the main house.

Some of the Prefabs in position.

Of course there are many things happening behind the scenes to ensure a smooth transition to
new schoolT he stafls of the three schools have met on a number of occasiSteering Committee,

with representatives of the Boards

of Management, teaching s&aand
parents, meets on a regular basis.
Trustee Forum oversees the whole
operation.

It is expected that a Board of
Management for the proposed new
school will be put in place by early

2008 and the new Board will

organize the appointment of a
Principal. So there are lots of things
happening but our fervent hope is
that there are no unseen pitfalls
along the way and that the new
school will be in place for the

— : ; : - beginning of the 2009-2010 school
he changing front of Ballyfin year




Milestones 2007

Bro. Bernad Byrne

70 years professed

Bro. Maurice Murphy

Bro. James Moran

Bro. Camillus Regan

Bro. Linus Vdlker Bro. Pius Kaipanplackal

60 years professed 50 years professed

65
years

Bro. James Murphy

55
yearS Bro. James O’Rourke

Bro. Manney Gogan



Bro. Niall Coll

Bro. Michael Boderick Bro. Justin Madden

45
years

Bro. Felim Rran Bro. Xavier Thonipara

Bro. Joseph Caoll Bro. Kevin Minehan

40
years

Bro. Matthew Hayes Bro. Mincent Mavelil Bro. Matthew Mahoney

Brother Gerald Gannon
79 Native of Co. Galwaylreland.
Has spent most of his life in India.
years Will celebrate 79 years of his
religious profession in January 2008.



Down Memory Lane

Fidelis, Angelus and Cormac
pictured in Finglas in 1969.
The room in which the
photograph was taken was part
of the prefabricated building
which had the rather grandiose
title ‘Patrician College’ and the
room pictured was bedroom,
T.V. room and kitchen for three
years

A step back in time to the.SJosepls College,Galwayunder ‘16’hurling team of 1947-48 with the lateny
O’Sullivan and his Irish International team-mate, Johnny Doasywvell as legendary Irish amateur sBaod

Long. Pictured are front left: Johnny Dooley arwhy Bramley (seated) Brendan O’Beirne, Murt Grealish, Brod
Long, Padraic Nolan, Joe Cooke, Peter Brigggly Holland. (Back) Leo Curran, Martin FlaherBavid Moloney
Tony O'Sullivan, Bro. James Murphy (Coach), Mick Lawless, Mick Holland,Paddy .Kelly

Mallow
Community
C1961

Back:Dominic Lyons, Fiacre
Shanahan, Leandéfrannian,

Ignatius Abbey, Cosmos

Masterson, Evangelist O’Brien,
Edward McCarthy Vianney

Grogan

Front: Kevin Ruane, Michael Malone, Benignus Kedlyke Moroney Romanus

Jacob, Cletus Norton, Gelasisafter



A Tribute

Cormac was pleasantly surprised lately when he received the following letter from one of his Finglas pa:
pupils. In this age of negative comment it is heartening for all of us when one of our members is remember:
in such a positive way

Dear Bro Cormac,

| was surfing the web tonight in melancholy mood and came cross the Patrician Brothers’
website. | was delighted to see your internet address listed. | hope this finds you fit and
healthy,

I am from the class of 1979... Moor&/helan, O’Connor Green, Shiels, Devereux etc and |
have great memories of my school days at Patrician College in Finglas. | would definitely not
be where | am today without the dedication and forward thinking of the Patrician Brothers
School and the teachers they employedu¥nd MrWalsh got me to sign the CAO Form 24
hours before closing date and Mialsh delivered it by hand to the Galway CAJioé over

the Patrick's weekend 1979!)

You yourself were a pure GEM... Latin my favourite subject... it has been a great basis of
everything | have done academically since. My eldest son, Michael, is now in second year in
Belvo.When he was picking his subjexbn entry | said “you have to do Latin” no way out.

He didn't like it early on but has been hitting th&'s this second year

You know a day never goes past without thinking of the old days... the comradeship we all
had at schoolYou ran it very well - the iron fist in the velvet glove. | think of Paul Dwf(l

got theA in honours English in the Leaving), Kevin Fahy and the great footballing days we
had. Remember when you asked CIE to stop the Sligo train at the old disustoinsin

Cabra to bring the fans to the Showgrounds when we played Summerhill in the A879
Ireland Final. Pure class ... 1-0 down at half time to come back and win 2vhat an
achievement for the boys from Finglas. | was only 15 then and squad member with the older
5h and 8" years. But what an experienceoTepresent Ireland in the world schools
championships held in Kings Hospait... it was brilliant. | remember Ronnie’dad and Home
Farm wouldn’t let him play afer theAll Ireland quarter final as at that sige he was playing
League of IrelandWhat a shame but, heylidn’t he make up for it with three European Cup
medals, A cups and League with Liverpool tr that!!

I am happily married now since 1992 to Cathy from the Navan Road and we live on the
Navan Road near the Halfway House... three children Michael Afna 11 andAndrew 7.

All sporty with a bit of pace (like their dad may | add!!!).

Cathy and | met at KPMG did my CharteredAccountancy exams there and qualified in
1987. | have been working foryco Healthcare (now called Covidien) since 1992. Doing ok...
Controller of Respiratory Division in Europe.

How are you and where do you live? | am still great buddies with Robbie Green (100m
sprinter) and we den talk about you and the school.

Please hold us all in your prayers. Please write and tell me how you are doing and what life
has held for Bro Fidelis and Bro Peter

Take care

Paul Fitzpatrick.

Please pray for thespose of the souls of the following who dieckntly:
Mrs Helen Quinlan, sister of Bthers Bernadl and Gerad Bulfin
Mrs Margaret Brennan, sister of Br RembedrBrennan
Mrs Breda Bary, sisterin-law of Bio. Charles Bary
Mrs Sacey mother of Michaelt&cey Principal of Patrician College, Finglas
Mrs Philomena Beatiyvife of Sean Beattiffiliate, Galway



Ghana - Sign of Hope

At a time when numbers are falling in Religious
Congregations and we are withdrawing from
some of our traditional areas of endeavour in
Europe, America andAustralia it is heartening

to see that our Congregation is embarking on a
new mission in Ghana.

As reported by Bro. Jerome in his Bulletins,
Brothers PrakashfThomas and Jeyaseelan are
already in residence in Delany Fie, Sunyani.
Congratulations to Bro. Jerome who has put so
much work and engy into this project and to
the Indian Province for supplying the manpawer
We wish the three pioneer Brothers every
blessing as they begin their work in this, our
latest project.

Brother Robert Ruane - Memories
By FS.P

This is not intended to be a formal obituary of the late Bro Robert Ruane.,Rash@mne mars memories of

a very human and kindly Patrician Brother during Juvenate days at MalasephWe are talking about the
fifties when life in any Juvenate was dreamnen contact with home was the occasional lettben life
consisted of a monotonous routine of school work, study and prayer and when meals were just about adequi
| first met Robert when the bus trundled into the squareliow around 8.00pm on a Septemisezvening

after a three-hour journey from the capital .dtfger visiting several out-of-the-way towns in south Dublin,
Kildare andwicklow it was good to see a smiling Patrician Brother waiting foAsisve walked the mile to

the Mount we talked about hurling and football and we felt that this twg@img to be too bad after all. But
disappointment set in the next morning as we watched Robert hop on his bicycle and head into town to tea
in the primary school

But all was not los#fter school he returned to the Mount

and oganized games of hurling, football and handball.

An element of competition was introduced when he
organized class leagues and we fought hard on the playing
field and in the alleys to win the coveted medal which
awaited the winners. Robert was not greatly enamoured
of “foreign” games, | remembeand anybody who was
inclined to dribble the football was encouraged to pick it

up and kick it!

During the winter nights some of us got involved in the
“play” and rehearsal time allowed some buddihgspians

to skip study for an hour or so. On Saturday mornings
Robert took chae of choir practice and encouraged those with a “voice” to give of their best. In these and
other little ways life was made enjoyable.

Of course Robert went on to assume leadership roles in school, in the Province and at Congregational le
and he will be remembered as such by most Patricians but for many of us in the Juvenate he was the princi
reason why we stayed.

Bro. Robet with group at Mt. & Joseph

| liontaibh Dé go gcastr sinn.



